PARISH VISITOR MARCH 2021

First Lutheran
Church

Called to proclaim and celebrate the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
we are nurtured, prepared, and sent to be the light of Christ in our world.

A

Living Our Faith

When | first began the interview process, to be the Pastor of First Lutheran, | can still
remember how impressed | was with the welcome statement that was lovingly and thoughtfully
put together and embraced by the congregation. In case it has been a while since you have
read it, | encourage you to take a moment to think about what it says. “You are created
uniquely by God and you are welcome here. Your abilities, age, culture, economic status,
gender expression/identity, life circumstances, marital status, questions, race, sexual
orientation, are welcome here.”

| truly believe that these words do a wonderful job embracing our core beliefs as
followers of Christ, that we are to love others as God has loved us. They also align perfectly
with my own understanding of how we are called to live out our faith in this world, sharing the
inclusive good news of the Gospel with others. In fact, after his death and resurrection Jesus
made it clear to his disciples that they were to go to people of all nations baptizing them and
teaching them everything they had learned from him. And as a Christian, and more specifically
as a Pastor, | have made it my mission to do this very thing, especially with regards to teaching
others how to imitate Christ and what it means for them to live out their faith.

These days, | must admit that | find myself confused by some of the hatred, and the
exclusive mindset, that some people in our country who identify as Christian possess. What
would lead a follower of Jesus to hold up a sign that declares, “God Hates Gays” at an LGBTQ
gathering? Why would an individual decide to participate in a Bible study at an African
American Church and afterwards shoot and kill 9 people of color in attendance? How can
someone who claims to love God, and asserts that they value life, attempt to blow up a
Planned Parenthood clinic? As Christians living in the world these days, now more than ever
we need to embrace the love of God that Jesus calls us to emulate.

One of my many favorite verses from scripture is, “Those who say, ‘I love God,” and hate
their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a brother or sister whom they have
seen, cannot love God whom they have not seen (1 John 4:20 NRSV).” And like the
welcoming statement of our church, it is an excellent reminder for us that our discipleship is
about learning to love and accept others, regardless of their situation or circumstance in life.
But, in order for us to truly understand how to do this, we need to have loving and honest

discussions about our faith and how we view others. Continues on pg. 2.
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Called to proclaim and celebrate the Gospel of Jesus Christ...

Continuing from pg. 1...

Back in January, | encouraged members to read the book, “The World is about to Turn:
Mending a Nation’s faith,” and | also purchased copies of it for our church council members to
read. The reason | decided to choose the book (aside from knowing the author and his
willingness to meet with us for a book discussion), was that it was recommended by the
Presiding Bishop of the ELCA, and the bishop of our Synod. And although | don’t expect
people to agree with everything that has been written in it, my hope was that it would give us
an opportunity to have some dialog. In fact, | appreciate what a review in the Living Lutheran
says about the book, “it aims to educate readers about various faith traditions and
perspectives, encouraging interreligious cooperation and establishing connective tissue in the
work of healing our divides.”

As | mentioned at the beginning of my article, my hope is for us to find ways to love one
another, especially those who are different from us. In order for us to embrace our welcome
statement, and to live out the call of Jesus to inclusively welcome others who are different
from us, part of this means educating ourselves and being willing to have open and honest
dialogue. And although we may not agree with one another all the time, and our opinions may
differ regarding our views on politics, gender, race, etc., hopefully we can all agree that our
faith in Christ and God’s love for us, is the key to uniting us.

God Bless,
Pastor Ryan

Zoom Coffee Hours

During the Season of Lent you are invited to join us for a zoom Coffee hour, after worship each
Sunday at 11:15am . Please note that once the service ends you will need to rejoin the zoom
meeting using the same link that was used for worship. As Pastor Ryan mentioned in his
newsletter article last month, he is hoping to have some members of the church share their
stories of faith as a parallel to the faith of Biblical characters we will hear about on Wednesday
nights during our Holden Evening Prayer service. Individuals who volunteer to speak will be
asked a series of questions to help them talk about their beliefs and experiences of God through
Jesus and each week we will try to focus on certain themes.

We continue our coffee hours with:

Week Two: Connections and Relationships
Week Three: Faith and Doubt

Week Four: Grief and Loss

Week Five: Comfort and Consolation
Week Six: Redemption and Restoration

If any of these themes speak to you, and you are willing to be interviewed about how your faith in
God has helped you (especially during the recent pandemic), please consider volunteering by
emailing pastorryan@firstlutheranmv.org. And although each week we will focus on a certain
individual’s faith to start our conversations, others can also share their experiences during the
coffee hour as well.
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We are nurtured, prepared...
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Lent and Holy Week
special Serviees

Holden Ewening Proyer
Services

Wednesdays through March 24
7 pm Worship Service on Zoom

Wedwesdoy Ewening Reflections
March 3- The Faith of Abraham
March 10- The Faith of Moses
March 17- The Faith of Ruth
March 24- Jesus, the Perfecter of Our Faith

Holy Week.
Palm/Passion Sunday

March 28, 10 am

Maundy Thursday- April 1, 7 pm
Good Friday- April 2, 7 pm
Easter Sunday - April 4, 10 am

n
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Good News, if you are interested in
becoming a Voting Member of FELC,
a new member class will be offered after
Easter. Watch for more news about the class
in the April newsletter.

Gre
FFERING

Although we cannot gather in person on
Wednesday evenings to share soup and bread
before our Lenten Holden Service we can still
provide the offerings, donations to our designated
community groups that we would support by our
special offering at the Lenten Suppers.

This year we remember Community Action,
Neighbors in Need, and Friendship House with
our outreach offering.

Perhaps place an empty soup can on your dining
table, or a sauce pot in a prominent place to
remind you to drop in coins and dollars that can
be a reflection of your Lenten Journey by sharing
with our community. Add up your collection and
forward the amount in a check to First Lutheran,
marked s Lent Special Offering. If you prefer to
give online, via the website, you will notice
a Lent/Easter special offering item in the Tithely
drop down. Watch for additional information on
the homepage of our

website
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Hello Fellow Members at FELC

It has been almost a year since COVID started and it
has been a challenge in all parts of our life. Our faith
has helped us during the various stages.

During our most recent council retreat we discussed
projects we want to do when we fully reopen and
what we need to do if in-person worship is a
possibility. The State and Synod have put out
documents explaining the procedures congregations
must follow before opening their doors for worship.

We have put together a Task Force to review those
documents and determine if and when we want to
reopen. Our first Zoom meeting will be in early
March. The team members are Donn Hollenbeck,
Brad Pickett, Sandy Simon, Pete Olson, Bud Fish
and myself.

If you have any questions or comments concerning
in-person worship please contact one of the task
force members.

Blessings!

Bob Ramborger Congregational President
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Sent to be the light of Christ in our world.

Volunteers are needed

Please take a look at the Worship gOClQI
Volunteer Sign-up N
Ministr
To volunteer, please follow the link below. Committee

You will make your selection, click
to check the blue box, finish by
scrolling down to click on the white

Thank you for the tremendous response from
the congregation in collecting toiletries for the

"submit and sign up" button. Community Court and Parole Office. We used a
_ _ _ Thrivent Action Team grant and donated
Please sign up to serve in worship by additional items.
following this link.
In gratitude,
Social Mintotny
Friendship House Ministry
We will be providing the evening meal on
March 30. Please take a look at the linked Totals Collected
sign-up sheet. If financially supporting this Bars of Soap 454 bars
ministry works better for you, (than shopping Hand Sanitizer 34 packs
or cooking) we appreciate donations for Antibacterial Wipes 8 packs
purchases, such as the large cans of beans Flushable Wipes 644 packs
we provide. Donations can be mailed directly Combs 194 combs
to our P.O box # 777 Mount Vernon WA, Hair Brush 5 hair brushes
98273. Please indicate the funds are for the Chapstick 33
Friendship House Meal. Thank you to all who Toothpaste 46 tubes
participate in this ministry! Tooth brush 52
Tide 24

Dental Floss 18
Deodorant 9
Face Mask 6
. Feminine Products 10 boxes
In the Mall... Shampoo 35
Conditioner 8
Hand Warmers 3 boxes

| want to thank all my church family for their Socks 33 pairs

phone calls, cards, and prayers for my Hair Spray 1

daughter, family, and myself after Rusty’s Blankets small/packable 44
death. My son in law, Rusty, was a huge part Snack Bars 340

of our life. When John was failing, Rusty would
come and pick him up to help him around the
house. He would stay all night so he could help
with John care. He was a big man in size and
stature.

Patricia Barton
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God's work. Our hands.
Opportunities from Around the ELCA

Listening Circle Toward Inclusion and Diversity

Open to all in the synod! Sunday, March 21, 2021—6:30 - 8:00 pm -We become more fully a
community when we hear one another’s stories. This Listening Circle Toward Inclusion and
Diversity will offer us an opportunity to listen and respond to the stories of people color about their
experiences in our Lutheran Christian community. As we listen and speak, we trust that God is
gathering us more fully into God’s story of healing, reconciliation, and mutual respect. This event,
led in partnership with Paths to Understanding, is open to all in the synod - and is free of charge.
Please register for the Zoom event here.

Fifty and Better (FAB) at California Lutheran University

March Lectures The two-hour lectures are $8 each and are open to everyone. Learn more and
register HERE (registration open now!) Fifty and Better Spring Session Spring Session is April 5-
May 20 Registration will open on March 2nd at 9am (PST).

Synod Hunger Team Tuesday, March 9, 7pm via Zoom

All are welcome to join this renewed ministry team. The team meets at 7pm on the second
Tuesday of the month. Join Zoom Meeting
here: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/883512386527?pwd=dml4LytjWS9aMmRxRjIkWEJYalpGZz09

Meeting ID: 883 5123 8652 Passcode: Abundance!

One Year Changed: Faith in Pandemic Thursday, March 11, 5pm online

Church Anew Presents this free ready-made Lent retreat - open to all... We have been leading,
parenting, learning, working, neighboring, and simply existing within a global health crisis for over a
year. It has changed the way we live our lives, the ways we connect meaningfully with one another,
and perhaps it has also changed our faith. In this evening virtual retreat format, gather with other
people of faith to ponder how we might be moved into a different sort of spirituality this year.

What have we let fall that we will never pick up again? What practices have emerged that may be
meaningful far into the future? If this is truly a humanity-defining moment, what have we learned
about our species? About ourselves? About our spirits?

With seven-minute talks from faith leaders, activists, artists, and more, we will memorialize the way
this moment has shaped us and will continue to influence us. We will spend time in prayer and
reflection, considering how the Spirit might be moving all of humanity in this moment.

Learn more and get registered here: https://churchanew.org/events/2021/3/11/one-year-changed-
faith-in-pandemic
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Dear Beloveds,

This is a picture of a calendar | have on my desk. The date on
itis, “March 10, 2020. Yes, | am not making a mistake, the
year on this calendar is 2020.

Last year, when | turned the page on this calendar, lhadno §
idea that this date would mark the last time | had a “normal” |
day in my office — with my staff and | talking, sitting at our
desks, crowded together, laughing, doing business — not thinking at all of masks or
physically distancing or washing hands (well, hopefully we were washing our hands!).

I have kept this calendar on March 10, 2020 as a snapshot of when life changed to a new reality. Like many of
you, | never dreamed that one year later we would all be planning our second Easter of COVID or having
second birthdays under these strange circumstances or still not knowing for sure when we might gather
together safely.

I did not anticipate the suffering so many people have undergone. The hundreds of thousands of people who
have died. So many who are still suffering from the ravages of COVID. The impact of this virus has been brutal
for millions of people.

While | consider myself a patient person, truth be told, | am becoming impatient. | am ready to be done with
this pandemic. | am ready for the pain and anxiety of this disease to be over. | am ready for the loss of life and
health of so many to stop. | am ready for this underlying feeling of anxiety and fear to end.

And you? My guess is you are feeling some of the same things.

But, as we hear in many of the psalms, we don’t stop at despair. As people who believe in resurrection, we
don’t stop at death. In this Lenten season as we move towards Easter, we proclaim that we are a people of
hope, too. As | read in my devotions this morning from Psalm 147: “The Lord heals the brokenhearted, and
binds up their wounds.” Through community with one another, through helping those who are marginalized,
through coming together in prayer and song and worship, we are healing the brokenhearted and binding up
wounds.

So, let me ask you, even as we wait, what are you looking forward to? Truly, what is bringing you hope right
now? What are some things that you have learned and discovered during this pandemic that you want to take
forward? We know that God works through all things — how do you see God working in your life and in the life
of this nation and world?

I would love to hear from you where you see God’s Holy Spirit — in your congregation, in your home, in your
workplace, in the world. Where are you finding hope? Where are you finding resurrection joy? You are
welcome to email me at bishop@lutheransnw.org. | would love to hear from you.

In this Lenten season (a season that sometimes feels like it began last March and is still happening) we trust
that we are walking the way of the Lord. God’s hand is guiding us. God’s love is surrounding us. And God brings
us hope.

May you feel God’s grace through Jesus in these days. And may we soon gather in-person again.

Stay safe. Wear a mask. Wash your hands. Get a vaccine when you are eligible. And know that we are church
together, even when we are physically separated.

In God’s Spirit of Hope,
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
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This is Christ's church. There is a place for you here!

The ELCA is the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our
faith, we embrace you as a whole person-questions, complexities and all. Join us as we do
God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.

First Lulherom

Called to proclaim and celebrate the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we are nurtured, prepared,
and sent to be the light of Christ in our world.

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

2015 E. Blackburn Rd.
Mount Vernon WA 98274
Mailing: PO Box 777
Mount Vernon WA 98273

Worship Services
Sunday Zoom Worship 10:00 am

Church Office—office@firstlutheranmv.org

Website w/calendar www.firstlutheranmv.org

Join us on Facebook

Phone: 360 424-6832 - For Pastoral Emergencies, please
listen to voicemail message for phone number of on call pastor

To reach our Staff:

Pastor- Pastor Ryan Rouse
Pastorryan@firstlutheranmv.org

Holly Oliver,
Parish Administrator-office@firstlutheranmv.org

Pete Olson,
Worship Accompanist-peterdonne@yahoo.com

Janna Beecher,
Parish Assistant-parishassistant@firstlutheranmv.org

Preschool Administrator- Chelsey Olsen
Preschool @firstlutheranmv.org Preschool Phone-360-941-4187
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You are created uniquely by
God and you are welcome here.

Your Abilities: Age* Culture* Economic Status:
Gender Expression/identity- Life Circumstances:
Marital Status: Questions: Race* Sexual Orientation:
are welcome here.

Our Congregational Leaders

President— Bob Ramborger
Vice President— Donn Hollenbeck

Secretary— Jennifer Johnson
Treasurer— Jeanette St. Germain

Trustees
Blaine Wollan, Donn Hollenbeck, Jeff May

Deacons
Doug Carter, Bill Simon, Heather Romano

Parish Activities
Frances Wraspir, David Jones, Vacant position
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