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Dreaming with God 

 

As we think about the state of our world these days, and the lack of prominence God plays 
in the daily lives of the people around us, it is probably easy for us to come to the conclusion that 
the Church has a great challenge set before it.  The harsh reality, that has been drawn from 
recent research and surveys, is that the average worship attendance and the number of babies 
being baptized in mainline churches is dropping significantly.  Fear, anxiety, and worry about 
sustainability are running rampant in many congregations these days and are undermining our 
renewal efforts.  

The deadly D’s of doubt, despair, depression, disillusionment, and discouragement (just to 
name a few) are draining the life out of previously passionate leaders both rostered and lay. 
Along those same lines, the body we call the church has the same vulnerability to these kinds of 
toxic emotions and feelings. And yet, despite all of this, or perhaps because of it, the Holy Spirit is 
alive and at work in the world calling us to move from fear to faith, from despair to hope! 

During his opening keynote at the Ignite the Church conference I attended in Orlando 
Pastor Jeff Lihnman lifted up, “in our own churches the Spirit is using what he calls the Holy 
discontent (people who recognize that changes need to be made if we want to continue to make 
a Kingdom impact for God that helps people connect with their faith and to the reality that God is 
a vital and real presence in our world).  These individuals trust their pastor and their leaders, and 
they long for us too make a powerful and motivating impression in the communities we serve, so 
that the Gospel of Christ can become a reality for as many people as possible.  

I’m fairly certain that after celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Protestant reformation 
just a few years ago, many of us are aware that a spiritual revival is coming (perhaps it is already 
happening) and thankfully it offers us a path that we can walk together!  And yet, in order for us to 
start moving in that direction we need to let go of whatever is holding us back.  We also need to 
trust God to empower us to dream, and we need to truly believe that God has given us, or will 
give us, the gifts and tools we need to make those dreams a reality.  

During his time on this earth Jesus spent a lot of his ministry telling people to not be afraid, 
to not doubt, because having that attitude or mindset can get in the way of God’s mission and 
work! When we learn to let go of our distrust and our misgivings, Satan losses his grip and we 
find encouragement, hope, and we might also discover that we can walk arm in arm and find 
encouragement from the guiding of the Holy Spirit and from each other. 

In their book, 8 Virtues of Rapidly Growing Churches, authors Jason Byassee and Matt 
Miofsky point out, “The single greatest game changing decision a church leadership team can 
make is to act as if you believe the Holy Spirit is up to something in your church!” These are 
words of wisdom that I believe we should take to heart.  After all, our creative and imaginative 
God has created us to dream, but for whatever reason our dream muscles have atrophied and 
we have fallen into contentment and complacency.  

Maybe we need to start dreaming up ways to capture people’s imagination? Perhaps we 
need to ask God to open our eyes and our hearts to all that the Holy Spirit is doing in the world 
these days.  Maybe we need to find news ways to ignite our passion for the work that God is 
inviting us to do.  After all, God is able to accomplish infinitely more than we would ever dare to 
ask for, hope for, dream of, think of or even imagine. Which begs the question, so, what is 
something you are dreaming about doing with God? 

 

God Bless, 
Pastor Ryan 
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Called to proclaim and celebrate the Gospel of Jesus Christ... 
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Wednesday Soup Suppers  
& Lenten Services- 

 March  4—April 1 

 

 6:00 Soup Supper 
     7:00 Worship Service 

 

H��� W��	  
Palm/Passion Sunday- April 5, 10:00 AM  

Maundy Thursday- April 9, 7:00 PM 

Good Friday- April 10, 7:00 PM 

Easter Sunday - April 12,  8:30 and 10:30 am  
 

Festival Coffee Hour between services 

 
 
 

Lenten Soup Suppers 

March 4th thru April 1st 
 

Our Lenten Evening Soup Suppers will begin on 
Wednesday,  March 4th. Do you lead a group and 
would like to host one of these Wednesdays?  A 
sign up sheet will be posted in the Narthex. Get 
together with your group of helpers to make and 
serve a simple soup, bread/crackers, and water. 

And of course, coffee!  

Mi��
�� L�n���  
W r"#$% T'�(e�  

 

March 4: Open My Eyes, Lord 

March 11: Open My Hands, Lord 

March 18: Open My Ears, Lord 

March 25: Open My Heart, Lord 

April 1: Open My Life, Lord 

Lent  Outreach Offering 

Lenten Offerings this year will  
be divided between: 

 

Lutheran World Relief 

Neighbors in Need Food Bank 

Oasis Teen Center 

Watch for the offering box as you enter the 
sanctuary for the Wednesday  

Lenten Services. 

Easter Breakfast  
 

Would you like to help bring back a hot 
breakfast to First? This is only possible if 
we have folks who would like to bake a 

9x13 egg dish and drop it off at the church. 
These can be done a day or two in ad-

vance and warmed up in the oven before 
serving. Recipes will be available or use 

one of your own!   
Sign-up sheets are posted in the  
Fellowship Hall.  Questions?  

Contact Karmen St.Germain  
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MARCH (Lent/Wednesday evening services) 
**Charlene Burns, Glenda Hobbs, Lindsey 
duToit, Sig Barnett, Becky Henning, Kathy 
Lindbloom 

 

APRIL (Palm Sunday 4/5; Maundy Thursday 
4/9; Good Friday 4/10; Easter 4/12 

**Debbie Lisser, Jennifer Johnson, Gloria 
Fish, Sondra Davis 

 

MAY 

**Mabel Huseby, Sandy Simon, Sharon 
Lauch, Darlene Landdeck 

 

Next Meeting:  May 21st @ 6:30 

Hostesses:  Barb L. Jennifer J., Barb S, 
Vyonne, Charlene, Gloria, Kathy L. 
 

BREAD BAKERS 

Mar. 1, 8, 15           Kris Wollan 

Mar. 22, 26, 4/5       Cherrayl Harrsch 

Apr. 12, 19, 26        Jennifer Sutherland 

May 3, 10, 17          Andrea/Grace Vanpelt 
MAY 24, 31, 6/7      Darlene Landdeck 

Appreciation… 

First Lutheran Church, 

I just wanted to say thank you for your 
recent donation of art supplies, socks, back 
packs, underwear and gift cards! All of us at 
Oasis are so thankful for the continued 
support from your congregation. 

Many thanks,  

Carrie C, Shelter Manager   

 Thank you so much for your generous 
donation to our program! In the face of 
cold weather and snowy days, warm 
jackets, hats, & gloves are very much 
needed & appreciated in the communities 
that we serve. Your efforts are helping 
bring warmth & comfort to many 
individuals in need. 

 

Peace & Thanks 

Community Action of Skagit County 

Street Outreach Program 

Hello Ladies of FELC! A few months ago, we 
got together for an informal tea on a 

Saturday morning. We all said, “This is fun; 
we should do it again!” Well, it’s time to do it 

again! We want to welcome and get 
acquainted with Pastor Ryan’s wife Lindsay 
Betts and their daughter-in-law, Tricia. What 
better way than to have a Ladies’ Tea in their 

honor? Come at 10:00 AM on Saturday 
March 21st to greet and welcome Lindsay 
and Tricia. It will be a nice chance to get to 

know them and welcome them to the 
congregation!  And by the way, there’s going 
to be another woman in Pastor Ryan’s family 

as Tricia and Kenny are expecting a baby 
girl in June. Let’s welcome this precious new 

baby girl by bringing our cards and gifts! 
(they are registered at Target) Mark your 
calendars, and come prepared to enjoy 

some tea or coffee, a treat or two and good 
fellowship.  

Ladies’ Tea  

March 21st 10:00 AM  

 

First Lutheran Church, 

Thank you so very much from everyone 
here at the Faith House (New Earth 
Recovery.) This program has allowed me to 
heal childhood trauma & explore my 
mistakes and help build foundation for the 
rest of my life. It has been an amazing 
journey, 

Gratefully, Rachael V 
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We are nurtured, prepared…                            

 

        

 Our current book discussion 
book is…  

“Where the Crawdads Sing”  
By Delia Owens, 2018   

Pick up a copy and join us for discussion 
on April 30th at noon at the church or at 
7:00 at the home of a group member.  

 

 

Following Where the crawdads sing, we 
will be reading: “Same Kind of Different As 
Me: A Modern Day Slave, an International 
Art Dealer, and the Unlikely Woman who 

Bound Them Together”  By Ron Hall, 
Denver Moore, & Lynn Vincent 

 

 

 

 

News & Updated Info 

Parents and Students please make 
note of some changes that will take 
place during Lent.  First, a reminder 
that we won’t be having Wednesday 
evening classes and therefore you 
are encouraged to attend the soup 

suppers (6pm) and midweek worship 
services held at 7pm. Also, please 

note that we will have at least 2 
classes on Sunday mornings, while 

we are observing the season of Lent , 
from 11:30am to 12:30pm on 

the 15
th
 and 29

th
 (a change from the 

Confirmation calendar, because 
Pastor Ryan will be out of town on the 

8th
 of March). 

  Communion Class 

If you feel like your child is ready to start taking 
communion, please know that Pastor Ryan is 
hoping to offer a communion class sometime 
after Easter.  Typically he likes to have one 

during Lent, but is needing to play a little catch 
up with the Confirmation students after joining 
us at the beginning of Advent. Please keep an 

eye out for additional information 

You may have noted that in February we 
shared our newsletter both via e news & 

standard mail. We received positive feedback 
about reading the newsletter online. After 
research and discussion it was decided to 
distribute our newsletters solely through 

electronic mail. Please keep in mind this will not 
only save paper but money as well. A bit of 
good news for those of you who are feeling 
nostalgic; Print copies will continue to be 

available for pick up in the narthex.  There 
are many advantages to sharing our newsletter 
via email, including being good stewards of our 
earth and finances. We will be able to enhance 
our newsletter by using color, photographs, and 
links, while at the same time saving about $120 

a month. We hope to also catalog our 
newsletters on our website for reference.  

 

 If you do not presently receive the  
e news each week and you would like to 

receive the newsletter, please email a 
request to the church office at  

Office@firstlutheranmv.org 

We would be happy to add you to our e news & 
Newsletter e mail group. 

Newsletters Via E-Mail 
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Friendship House  

We will be serving the Friendship House 
Dinner on March 31. The sign-up sheet is 

located on the narthex bulletin board.  If you 
would like to donate to the meal or help 

serve, please sign up!  

First Lutheran Preschool 

 

In March your Social Ministry Committee will be 
collecting diapers and baby food for our local 
Neighbors in Need Food Bank. Bob Ramborger, 
one of our members, volunteers there regularly 
and reports that the shelves for baby food and 
diapers are often empty. This is so great a need 
in our community that Pastor Ryan has 
graciously donated the monetary gifts he 
received at his installation to the food bank for 
these items. Please help us fill the shelves! In 
addition we will be collecting travel-sized 
toiletries for the homeless at Teen Oasis Shelter 
and Jefferson and Little Mountain Elementary 
Schools. For this collection travel-sized toiletries 
only please. 
 

For February on Super Bowl Sunday the 
congregation kindly donated $400 dollars in 
cash and 104 pounds of soup and other foods to 
our local food bank. In January we collected 
socks of all sizes for Community Action and 
sweatpants for students at Jefferson and Little 
Mountain Elementary Schools. These donations 
will go a long way in helping to keep our less 
fortunate neighbors warm and fed. Thank you all 
very much for your on-going generosity  

 

 Now Hiring for the 2020 – 2021 
School Year 

 

We are looking for a Part-time Christian 
Preschool teacher to work mornings 

 3 days a week. 
  

If you are interested in joining our team, please 
request an application or send your resume by 

e-mail  to preschool@firstlutheranmv.org 

or mail to First Lutheran Church at P.O. Box 
777, Mount Vernon, WA 98273 

For more information please call 360-941-4187 
or email preschool@firstlutheranmv.org 

 

  

 

A Note from Preschool…  
 

March continues with VIPs at 
preschool.  Each child has 15 minutes of 

spotlight time to share the interests God has 
blessed them with as His beloved child. 
Parents and friends are invited for the 

VIP  time. 
 

Many Preschoolers bring their collections. 
We say that “3 or more of anything alike is a 

collection”. It’s wonderful to see the 
treasures…Fire Trucks, Dinosaurs, Shoes, 

Barbies, Books, Rocks, Shells.. you name it, 
we’ve seen it! Some kids bring pets…dogs, 

cats, birds, turtles, snakes, hamsters, 
horses, ferrets.. you name it, we’ve seen it!  

 

Some share photos of family, friends and 
travels.  Eating a favorite snack finishes a 

great day for everyone. 
 

 Thank you, God. Each child is truly a 

 Gift From God! 
 

Staff and Board of First Lutheran Preschool  

Serving Opportunities 

Please take a look at the sign up 
sheets in the narthex to see where you 

could plug in and serve during the 
Lenten Season.  

Sent to be the light of Christ in our world.                  
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Worship Services 

Sunday Worship 10:00 am   
Church Office Monday-Friday 8:30am – 3:30pm  

Website w/calendar  www.firstlutheranmv.org 
Phone: 360 424-6832  - For Pastoral Emergencies, please  
listen to voicemail message for phone number of on call pastor. 

Our Congregational Leaders 
 

 President– Benjamin St. Germain 

     Vice President– Brad Pickett 
 

 Secretary– Sharon Lauch 
Treasurer– Jeanette St. Germain 

 

Trustees  
 Blaine Wollan, Brad Pickett, Donn Hollenbeck 

 

Deacons 
Gary Wiegand, Bob Ramborger, Doug Carter 

 

Parish Activities  

Frances Wraspir, 
Karmen St. Germain, David Jones 

 
 

To reach our Staff: 
 
 

Pastor- Pastor Ryan Rouse  
Pastorryan@firstlutheranmv.org 
 

Holly Oliver,  

Parish Administrator- office@firstlutheranmv.org 
 

Pete Olson,  

Worship Accompanist- peterdonne@yahoo.com  
Jesse Floyd,  

Choir Director- choir@firstlutheranmv.org 
Janna Beecher,  
Parish Assistant-parishassistant@firstlutheranmv.org 
 

Preschool Administrators-Lori Flores & Chelsey Olsen– 

preschool@firstlutheranmv.org   Preschool Phone-360-941-4187 

 

 

Called to proclaim and celebrate the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, we are nurtured, prepared,  

and sent to be the light of Christ in our world.  

You are created uniquely by God and you are welcome here. 
 

Your  Abilities· Age· Culture· Economic Status· Gender Expression/identity· Life Circumstances·  
Marital Status· Questions· Race· Sexual Orientation·  are welcome here. 

Watch for your April Newsletter via E-mail. 


