Called to proclaim and celebrate the Gospel of Jesus Christ,
we are nurtured, prepared, and sent to be the light of Christ in our world.

By Faith
During the season of Lent we often find ourselves challenged by our faith to give up certain
things we enjoy, as a form of fasting to honor the sacrifices Jesus made on our behalf. Another
option available to us is to add a spiritual practice into our daily routines to help us grow closer to
God. And while both of these choices can be beneficial in our lives as disciples of Christ, we also
have the ability to explore our religious life together through special midweek worship services
beginning with Ash Wednesday (sadly this year I don’t believe we will be offering soup suppers),
and eventually we journey through Holy week and everything culminates with our celebration of our
Lord’s Resurrection on Easter Sunday.
This year, as the Covid-19 pandemic continues to be a reality in our lives, I thought we (as a
church) could embrace a special Lenten series I came across from Augsburg Fortress called, By
Faith. After all, it is our belief that God is always with us, and our trust in His great love and
forgiveness for us, that has given a lot of us the strength to make it through each day. And if you
want a little more information about the series I have chosen, I encourage you to read the following
summary:

What is faith? The text from Hebrews 11:1 defines it in this way: “Now faith
is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.”
This series focuses on the book of Hebrews, especially the eleventh
chapter. The first four weeks provide a journey through the faith of the Old
Testament figures, especially Noah, Abraham, Moses, and the Israelites.
The fifth week brings us to Jesus, “the perfecter of our faith,”
and his path to the cross.
Beginning on Ash Wednesday (February 17th) we will worship together online via a live
zoom worship service at 7:00pm. If you would like to participate in the imposition of ashes on that
day, you are encouraged to pick up a packet of “Ashes to Go” outside the narthex during the week
prior to the actual service. During worship I will invite online participants to mark the foreheads of
their family members with the sign of the cross while speaking the words provided in a
downloadable bulletin. Please note: I would encourage you to mix a little olive oil in with the ash
ahead of time, and to avoid any burning sensation do not use water.
Continues on pg. 2
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Called to proclaim and celebrate the Gospel of Jesus Christ...
After this special service starts off our Lenten journey, we will begin our Midweek series
(mentioned above) by worshipping together via zoom using Holden evening prayer. Each week I
will preach a short message on the faith of certain Old Testament figures (I plan on adding Ruth
into the Bible character line up), and then it is my hope that on Sunday mornings (after the
Worship service) we will have a coffee hour and talk about how faith has played a role in our own
lives. In fact, I am actually looking for specific individuals from the congregation (one person each
week) who might be willing to share a faith story about how God has walked with them lately,
especially during these difficult times.
God Bless,
Pastor Ryan

P.S. In Summary: My hope is that during the middle of the week we will hear a story of faith about
an individual from the Bible and on Sunday mornings during coffee hour we will hear a story of
faith from one of our members to jump start our coffee hour conversation. Think about how you
have continued to praise and worship God and how you have shared God with others during the
pandemic. How has your faith and/or God helped you lately? I’m sure many of you have lots of
stories.

Zoom Coffee Hours
During the Season of Lent you are invited to join us for a zoom Coffee hour, after worship each
Sunday, beginning on February 21st at 11:15am . Please note that once the service ends you
will need to rejoin the zoom meeting using the same link that was used for worship. As Pastor
Ryan mentioned in his newsletter article, he is hoping to have some members of the church
share their stories of faith as a parallel to the faith of Biblical characters we will hear about on
Wednesday nights during our Holden Evening Prayer service. Individuals who volunteer to speak
will be asked a series of questions to help them talk about their beliefs and experiences of God
through Jesus and each week we will try to focus on certain themes.
Week One: Struggles and Challenges
Week Two: Connections and Relationships
Week Three: Faith and Doubt
Week Four: Grief and Loss
Week Five: Comfort and Consolation
Week Six: Redemption and Restoration
If any of these themes speak to you, and you are willing to be interviewed about how your faith in
God has helped you (especially during the recent pandemic), please consider volunteering by
emailing pastorryan@firstlutheranmv.org. And although each week we will focus on a certain
individual’s faith to start our conversations, others can also share their experiences during the
coffee hour as well.
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Consider Serving on Council
Dear Fellow Members of FELC

Dear Members of FELC

I am your new President for 2021 and I thank
Benjy for the great job he did during the past
few years. Hope that sometime during 2021 we
can worship and have fellowship in our building
again. I am not sure when that will be. I have
been talking to the Bishop and keeping track of
info coming from the Governor’s office.

During the last two weeks we have had three
openings on the Church Council. We have an
openings in the Trustees group, Deacons
group and Parish Activities group.

In the meantime we have some great people
putting together the Zoom service here at
FELC. Thank you to those great people
involved. If you need assistance getting
connected to the service let me know.

Thank you for your consideration.

We are looking for three people to fill these
positions for the rest of 2021 only.
Pray about it and let me know. If you have
any questions please give me a call.

Blessings!
R.J. “Bob” Ramborger

I am open to any comment or concern you have
regarding the Church. If you need assistance
with anything please let me know.

Zoom Semi–Annual
Congregational Meeting

Thank you to all of you that have donated to the
latest function of the Social Ministry group.

Please join us on February 21st as we gather
virtually to hear the ministry reports from our
leadership & thank the 2020 council for their
dedicated service.

Blessings!
Bob Ramborger

All are welcome to attend.
Details including time & a link to the zoom
meeting will be shared closer to the mtg. date.
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We are nurtured, prepared…

Shrove Tuesday
Shrove Tuesday is a Christian festival
celebrated in many countries across the
globe. It falls on the Tuesday before the
beginning of Lent. During Lent, many
Christians give up luxuries to remember
when Jesus went into the desert for 40 days
to fast and pray.

Lent and Holy Week
special Services
Ash Wednesday
February 17, 7:00 pm Zoom Worship Service

Lenten Holden Evening Prayer Services
Wednesday February 24—March 24
7:00 Zoom Worship Service

Palm/Passion Sunday– March 28, 10:00 AM
Maundy Thursday- April 1, 7:00 PM
Good Friday- April 2, 7:00 PM

The tradition of eating pancakes on Shrove
Tuesday began because Shrove
Tuesday was traditionally the last opportunity
to use up eggs and other fats in ones house
before fasting for Lent; hence, they used
these items to make pancakes.
As you know, traditionally we have
celebrated Shrove Tuesday with a pancake
feast after church, but in light of COVID
restrictions we cannot gather this year.
As families prepare for Lent, we challenge
you to be creative by making a variety of
different types of pancakes for your families
Shrove Tuesday feast. If you would like to
send in pictures of your pancake feast, we
will feature them for all to enjoy! You can
email them to the church office
Office@firstlutheranmv.org

Easter Sunday - April 4, 10:00 am

Christ in Our Home
Devotionals
Printed copies of Christ in our Home
are available in the basket just outside
the front door.

Memorial Garden

In the Mail…

Thank you to the Memorial Garden
Committee and Trustees who have been
working to revitalize the memorial
garden. A new memorial stone has been
placed in addition to a new vault, added
to accommodate cremains. Thank you to
John Faber for leading this project.

First Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Thank you for your monthly gift to our Ministry.
We are in very unpredictable times and your
support helps us greatly. I appreciate you very
much.
God Bless, Robert Gillespie
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Sent to be the light of Christ in our world.
Volunteers are needed
Please take a look at the FELC Zoom
Worship Volunteer Sign-up

We will be providing the evening meal on
February 23. Please watch for the February
sign-up sheet, shared in the E– News .

To volunteer, please follow the link below. You
will make your selection, click to check the
blue box, finish by scrolling down to click
on the white "submit and sign up" button.

If financially supporting this ministry works
better for you, (than shopping or cooking) we
appreciate donations for purchases such as
the large cans of beans we provide.

As a reader you may participate via Zoom, or
mask up and come in to read from the lectern
during a live zoom worship. If you would like to
read in person please let Pastor Ryan know &
plan to be at the church 15-20 min before
service time. Zoom host will serve at the
church on Sunday morning or Wednesday
evening, for our Lenten services

Donations can be mailed directly to our P.O
box # 777 Mount Vernon WA, 98273.
Please indicate the funds are for the
Friendship House Meal.
Thank you to all who are part of this ministry!

Please sign up to serve in worship by
following this link.

Toiletry Drive for Community Court Clients
Thank you for all of your donations! Below you will find a list of items that have been donated by
our generous congregation. The supplies requested will enable 30 packs to be donated monthly
for the next 2 months. The donations have been so generous and really show how giving our
church family is. We so appreciate your willingness to help those in need.
Thanks to you all from the Social Ministry Committee.
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Opportunities from Around the ELCA
Lent Devotional Email from CLU/PLTS
California Lutheran University and Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary are producing short daily
devotional emails from our students, staff, faculty, alumni and friends. These emails include a
scripture/sacred text, reflection on the text and a prayer. The reflection may be written, video, art or
something else creative. Our theme this year is: Power. Privilege. Presence.
To sign up to receive these short daily emails, click here: http://bit.ly/CLUlentendevo

Lenten Devotional from Luther Seminary
You are invited to use the 2021 Lenten devotional, “Awesome Mystery” for personal or
congregational use throughout the Lenten season. Thank you to Luther Seminary for this gift!
Find it here.

Democracy and Faith Under Siege: Responding to Christian Nationalism
Watch a recording of a webinar (recorded Wednesday, January 27) featuring the Most Rev. Michael
Curry (Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church); the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton (Presiding Bishop of
the ELCA); and Dr. Andrew Whitehead (Assoc. Professor of Sociology at Indiana University /
Purdue University) discussing: What does Christian nationalism look like in our world today? How
can we respond when we see our faith and democracy under siege? Find a recording of the
webinar here: https://youtu.be/QmgWHBoGBi8

Celebrating Black Joy: Black History Month 2021
Virtual events each week Free virtual events to touch the mind, body and spirit through worship,
academic discussions, poetry, artwork, and song. All events are open to the public with registration
to receive the Zoom links. “So often, Black people are invited to teach others through the lens of
their pain. This Black History Month let us explore the resilience of the Black people through the
intricacy of Black joy,” said Sharei Green, a master of divinity student at LSTC, co-planner with
master of divinity student Stephen Styles of this year’s celebration. Read more.
Brought to you by: LSTC Antiracism Transformation Team, Metropolitan Chicago Synod, Metro
Chicago Chapter of the African Descent Lutheran Association (ADLA)
Event and registration information: Register for all events using this link Register for all or for
individual events using the links below. Zoom details will be emailed the day of the event.

2/4 7 PM Celebrating Black Joy Panel Discussion
2/10 11:15 AM Black Joy in Faith Worship
2/10 7 PM – Black Joy in Faith Keynote
2/15 12 PM – Black Joy through Art Lunch and Learn
2/18 6-7:30 PM – Black Voices of Transformation: A Virtual Spoken Word Event
2/23 7 PM – Black Joy in Community Leadership: Interview/Symposium
2/26 7 PM – Black Joy Revival
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This is Christ's church. There is a place for you here!
The ELCA is the church that shares a living, daring confidence in God's grace. Liberated by our
faith, we embrace you as a whole person-questions, complexities and all. Join us as we do
God's work in Christ's name for the life of the world.

Called to proclaim and celebrate the Gospel of Jesus Christ, we are nurtured, prepared,
and sent to be the light of Christ in our world.

FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
2015 E. Blackburn Rd.
Mount Vernon WA 98274
Mailing: PO Box 777
Mount Vernon WA 98273
You are created uniquely by
God and you are welcome here.

Worship Services
Sunday Zoom Worship 10:00 am
Church Office—office@firstlutheranmv.org
Website w/calendar www.firstlutheranmv.org
Join us on Facebook
Phone: 360 424-6832 - For Pastoral Emergencies, please
listen to voicemail message for phone number of on call pastor

To reach our Staff:

Your Abilities· Age· Culture· Economic Status·
Gender Expression/identity· Life Circumstances·
Marital Status· Questions· Race· Sexual Orientation·
are welcome here.

Our Congregational Leaders

Pastor- Pastor Ryan Rouse
Pastorryan@firstlutheranmv.org

President– Bob Ramborger
Vice President– Donn Hollenbeck

Holly Oliver,
Parish Administrator-office@firstlutheranmv.org

Secretary– Jennifer Johnson
Treasurer– Jeanette St. Germain

Pete Olson,
Worship Accompanist-peterdonne@yahoo.com

Trustees
Blaine Wollan, Donn Hollenbeck

Janna Beecher,
Parish Assistant-parishassistant@firstlutheranmv.org
Preschool Administrator- Chelsey Olsen–
preschool@firstlutheranmv.org Preschool Phone-360-941-4187
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Deacons
Doug Carter, Bill Simon
Parish Activities
Frances Wraspir, David Jones
February 2021

