FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Drive-up/Outdoor Worship: Sunday at 10:00 am (Tune Car Radio to 8§7.9FM)
Broadcast Sunday mornings, 8:00-8:30, on KAPS Radio (660 am)

You are created uniquely by God and you are welcome here.
Your Abilities- Age: Culture- Economic Status- Gender Expression/Identity- Life Circumstances-
Marital Status- Questions: Race- Sexual Orientation- are welcome here

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Worship May 9, 2021

GATHERING

PRELUDE: "God, Give Us Christian Homes," B. B. McKinney, arranged by Cindy Berry
WELCOME AND CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:

L Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who is present, who gives life,
who calls into existence the things that do not exist.
C Amen.

L If you were to keep watch over sins, O Lord, who could stand?
Yet with you is forgiveness, and so we confess. Silence is kept for reflection

L Gracious God,.

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned away from you, knowingly and
unknowingly. We have wandered from your resurrection life. We have strayed
from your love for all people. Turn us back to you, O God. Give us new hearts
and right spirits, that we may find what is pleasing to you and dwell in your house
forever. Amen.

L Receive good news: God turns to you in love. “I will put my spirit in you, and you
shall live,” says our God. All your sin is forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ,
who is the free and abounding gift of God’s grace for you.

Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” .......................... #836 (Bulletin Pg. 5)

GREETING:

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: Let us pray, O God, ...

C: you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such
love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we
can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



WE HEAR GOD’S WORD SPEAK TO US

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes upon them.
Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter commands that these
Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

““While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. “"The circumcised
believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out
even on the Gentiles, “*for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said,
*/“Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as
we have?” “*So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay
for several days.
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PsALM : Psalm 98

'Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done | marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory.
’0 LORD, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations.
“You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.
‘Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.
°Sing to the LORD | with the harp,
with the harp and the | voice of song.
‘With trumpets and the sound | of the horn
shout with joy before the | king, the LORD.
"Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it,
the world and those who | dwell therein.
‘Let the rivers | clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to | judge the earth.
“The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness
and the peo- | ples with equity.

SECOND READING John 5:1-6

God'’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus the world is
conquered not through military might but through love and faith.

'"Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent
loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his
commandments. ‘For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments
are not burdensome, “for whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that
conquers the world, our faith. "Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is
the Son of God?

“This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth.



GOSPEL ALLELUIA
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life. Al-le - lu - ia!
GOSPEL: John 15:9-17

On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. Here, he
repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another.

[Jesus said:] ““As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. '’If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in
his love. ''T have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
complete.

'?“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. "No one has greater
love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. '“You are my friends if you do what I command
you. "’I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing;
but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my
Father. '“You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will
last, so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. ''T am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.”

CHILDREN’S SERMON

SERMON

RESPONSE TO THE WORD

Hymn of the Day: “What Wondrous Loveis This” .................ccccovvevinnnnn. #666 (Bulletin Pg. 6)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
L: Here us O God, C: Your Mercy is Great

CONFESSION OF FAITH
APOSTLE’S CREED:

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen



HOLY MEAL

OFFERTORY PRAYER:

L: God, your heart is wide open to us. You have given to us freely and taught us to return to you a
portion of what we have. Grant us glad and generous hearts, and help us be as open to you as you are
to us. Help us use your gifts wisely and for the benefit of all your people.

C: Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

RECEIVE CHRIST IN BREAD AND WINE/GRAPE JUICE
BLESSING

L: Because the tomb is empty your life can be full, so go into every place and every day as people
brimming with the love of God. Be graceful in spirit, hopeful in word, faithful in deed. Live for the
risen Christ as Christ lives in you. Alleluia and Amen!

SENDING

Hymn: “Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” ..........ccoovuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaeannnn, #708 (Bulletin Pg. 7)

DismisSAL  L: Go in peace. Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Postlude: "Holy God, Holy and Glorious," Robert Buckley Farley, arranged by Anne Krentz Organ
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What Wondrous Love Is This
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Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love
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1 Kneels at the feet of his friends, st - lent-ly wash-es their feet,
2 Neigh-bors are wealth-y and poor, var - ied in col - or and race,
3 These are the ones we will serve, these are the ones we will love;
4 Kneel at the feet of our friends, si - lent-ly wash-ing their feet:
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mas - ter who acts as a slave to them.
neigh-bors are near - by and  far a - way.
all these are neigh-bors to us and you.
this is the way we will live with  you.
Text: Tom Colvin, 1925-2000, alt. CHEREPONI

Music: Ghanaian folk tune, adapt. Tom Colvin
Text and music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company
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