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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
You are created uniquely by God and you are welcome here. 

Your   Abilities· Age· Culture· Economic Status· Gender Expression/Identity· Life Circumstances· Marital Status· 
Questions· Race· Sexual Orientation·  are welcome here 

 

December 6, 2020 
 
 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE                                                                           David Jones on cello and Pete Olson on piano                                                  

        “Comfort, Comfort Now My People,”   By Louis Bourgeois, arranged by Jayne Southwick Cool 

 
WELCOME 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who comes to wake us from 

      sleep, who leads us into the light of grace. 

C:  Amen. 

L: Let us prepare the way of the Lord by confessing our sin against God and neighbor.  

     Silence for reflection and self-examination.  God of all time, 

C: we confess that we have not prepared for your merciful reign among us. 

      We ignore our neighbors in need and fail in the labor of justice and  

      peace. In your mercy forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your light  

      and to seek the things that will endure until Christ comes again in glory.   

      Amen. 

L: Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. In ☩ Jesus Christ your sins  

      are forgiven and all things are made new. Rejoice in this good news! 

C:  Amen. 

Peace 
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GATHERING HYMN   
 

     Hark, the Glad Sound, ELW 239 (Bulletin Pg. 6) 

 

ADVENT LITANY 
 
 

L: On the first Sunday of Advent we lit a candle for hope. Today 

we light a candle for Peace. This is the Peace we search for: Peace of mind that enables us to think 

clearly and act with confidence. 
 

C: Peace in our hearts that enables us to feel calm and share compassion. 

 

L: Peace in our spirits that puts us in touch with God’s love and Christ’s way. 

 

C: Peace in our homes, peace at work and school, Peace when we are among our friends, Peace 

within the family circle. 

 

L: Peace within us, 

 

C: Peace around us. 

 

L: A Peace to hold us strong,  

 

C: A Peace that encourages us to work as Jesus did, for justice and sharing.  Amen 

 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

HYMN        “Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah”    Vs. 1 &2 
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Prayer of the Day: 

Leader: Let us pray: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, ... 

All: to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified  

        lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy  

        Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 

 
In grand, flowing, poetic lines, the prophet announces that the exile of God’s people in Babylon is over. God will 
deliver Israel and will care for her as a shepherd cares for the sheep. This word can be trusted, because the only 
enduring reality in life is the word of God. 

 1Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

 2Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
 that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 

 that she has received from the LORD’s hand  double for all her sins. 
 

 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
  make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 4Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 

 the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
 5Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

  and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 

 6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
 7The grass withers, the flower fades, 

  when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 
 8The grass withers, the flower fades; 

  but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 9Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

 lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
  lift it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, 
  “Here is your God!” See, the Lord GOD comes with might, 

  and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
 11He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

 and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a 
 

This short letter deals with pressing concerns regarding the final advent of Jesus, especially concerns that could arise 
over its apparent delay. The author of the letter calls on Christians to anticipate the promised coming of the Lord 
through conduct dedicated to God. 

8Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a 

thousand years are like one day. 9The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, 
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance.  

10But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, 
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be 
disclosed.                                                                                                                    Continues pg. 4…... 
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  11Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in 
leading lives of holiness and godliness, 12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, 

because of which the heavens will be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? 
13But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness 

is at home. 
 

  14Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by him at peace, 
without spot or blemish; 15aand regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. 

 

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 
 
The Gospel of Mark does not begin with a story of Jesus’ birth but with the voice of one crying out in the 
wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord. 

1The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 
  2As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  

 “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
  who will prepare your way; 
 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

  ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
  make his paths straight,’ ” 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going 

out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was 
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He 
proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit.” 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 

 Hymn of the Day:  All Earth is Hopeful, ELW 266  (Bulletin Pg. 7, vs. 1-3) 

Creed: 

 Leader: In Christ, you have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  

 All: We believe in him and are marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit.                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                               (Ephesians 1:13-14) 

 Leader: Living together in trust and hope, we confess our faith.  

 All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
         I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
               He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  
               He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
               He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,  
                    and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
               He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
         I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
                    the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting. Amen   
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Leader: Build yourselves up on your most holy faith; 
 All: pray in the Holy Spirit. (Jude 20) 
  
 Leader: Keep yourselves in the love of God; 
 All: look forward to the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Jude 21) 
  
 Leader: If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: 
 All: Everything old has passed away; behold, everything has become new!  
                                                                                                                   (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
 

 

HOLY MEAL 

Words of Institution 

Lord’s Prayer:  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

   

 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 Prayers of Intercession:  Each petition will end with, “Lord in your Mercy”, 

                                                   and the response will be: “Hear our Prayer.” 
 

Blessing:  

 Leader: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you  

            with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 
 

 

SENDING 
 

Hymn:    You Have Come Down the  Lakeshore, ELW 817  (Bulletin Pg. 8, vs. 1-3) 

 

Dismissal:  

Leader: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

All: Thanks be to God. 



 6 



 7 



 8 


