
  

Welcome to First Lutheran Church.  
You are created uniquely by God and you are welcome here. 

Your   Abilities· Age· Culture· Economic Status· Gender Expression/Identity· Life Circumstances· 
Marital Status· Questions· Race· Sexual Orientation·  are welcome here. 

 

L = Leader; C = Congregation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PRELUDE                     “Cradle Song”                                                           arranged by David W. Moore  

                                                                                          David Jones on cello and Pete Olson on piano                                     
                                                     

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

INVOCATION 
 

L: God of angels and babies, fill the skies with light and song and fill our hearts with wonder and 
peace. For on this night a window to heaven opens, and we catch a glimpse of an incredible love 
which descends as a child. O, let the angels sing and let our hearts be softened. Let our lives be filled 
anew with hope and joy.  God of the shepherds and stars, open us to the miracle of your love which 

enters the world and our lives on this holy night. C: Amen  

 
GATHERING HYMN 

 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory”                          ELW #275 (Bulletin Pg. 6) 
  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

      L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who shines in glory, clothes us in compassion, and   

           bears gifts of mercy for us all.  C: Amen. 

 

L: Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our sins with confidence in God’s promise of  
     forgiveness. Silence is kept for reflection 

 

L: God, wonderful counselor, 

C: we confess that we have turned from your gifts and chosen our own way. We have not   

      made room for you in our hearts or in our world. We have lived in fear; we have not  

      welcomed the stranger; we desire gifts that will not endure. Forgive us our sins, known  

     and unknown, and open us to receive the peace of Jesus dwelling in and among us. Amen. 
 

 

 L: God’s loving kindness has appeared to us in Christ our Savior. We are   
     saved, not by anything we have done, but by God’s mercy poured out on   

     us richly. In the name of †Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Through the  
     Spirit living in you, God give you faith to trust Jesus, who is Love born for  
     you, now and always.  

 

C: Amen. 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                      ELW #283 (Bulletin Pg. 7, vs 1,3) 
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       L: Let us pray together….. 

           C: All-powerful and unseen God, the coming of your light into our world  

                 has brightened our weary hearts with peace.  Call us out of darkness,  

                 and empower us to proclaim the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ our   

                 Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,   

                 One God, now and forever.  
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

    L: We light the Christ candle as a sign to the world that today, in the City of   
         David, a Savior is born, who is Christ the Lord. We no longer have to fear  

         the darkness for our light has come. The light that enlightens all people has 
         broken into our world. And the world will never be the same again. 

 
 

                                                     The Christ Candle is lit in Silence. 
 

 

       C: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Prince of Peace; You are our    

            eternal  salvation, the unfailing light of the world. On this Christmas  

            Eve, we remember that you came to save us, to bring us hope, peace,  

            joy and love.  Redeem our souls and bodies, O Christ, and so possess us 

            as Your shining dwellings. By Your first coming, make us righteous;  

            At your second  coming, set us free: so that, when the world is filled  

            with light, and you judge all things, we may be clad in spotless robes  

            and follow you into your Kingdom. Amen. 
 

 

WE HEAR GOD’S WORD SPEAK TO US 
 
 

THE FIRST LESSON First Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a name 

full of promise. While Judah’s king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basis for faith lies in God’s 
passion for the people: The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this! 
 

 2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 

 3You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 

  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

 5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
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THE SECOND LESSON Titus 2:11-14 

The appearance of God’s grace in Jesus Christ brings salvation for all humanity. Consequently, in the present we 
live wisely and justly while also anticipating the hope of our Savior’s final appearance. 
 
11The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12training us to renounce impiety and 

worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, 13while 
we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

Christ. 14He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for 
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 
 

HYMN   “Angels We Have Heard on High”                    ELW #289 (Bulletin Pg. 8 vs. 1 & 3)  

 

GOSPEL  Luke 2:1–14 
 

   1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All 
went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of 
David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  

 

 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for 

them in the inn. 

            8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I am bringing you good news 

of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he 
favors!" 
 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC       “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”      Felix Mendelssohn, arranged by Cindy Berry 

  

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY 

              “Love Has Come”                                                  ELW #292 (Bulletin Pg. 9) 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

       We believe that in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God –the source of all 

light and life.  

       We believe God sent Jesus Christ the Word Incarnate into this world, so that all may be bathed 

in his light and know the true source of life. Born humbly in a manger this night, is the Son of God. 

He is the light in the darkness –sent from God to save us from our sins.  

       We believe we are called and empowered by the Holy Spirit to be disciples of Jesus Christ and to 

share the good news of his birth, life, ministry and resurrection. On this night, as we celebrate 

Christ’s birth, we affirm the mystery of our faith: Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come 

again. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

 L:  . . . Hear us O God,     C: Your Mercy is Great 

 

WE GATHER AT THE LORD’S TABLE 
 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG TO  “AWAY IN THE MANGER” MELODY) 
 

        Our Father in heaven, all praise to your Name! 

Your kingdom among us, Your will done the same 

By mortals and angels. Come, Lord, reign alone: 

Oh, hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne. 

         

        The bread that we yearn for provide us each day; 

 As we forgive others, our sins take away: 

 In times of temptation, to lead us be near; 

 From evil deliver Your children most dear. 

        

        For Yours is the kingdom, o’er all things You reign, 

 And Yours is the power; all things You maintain. 

 To You be the glory, resounding again 

 From all of creation, forever! Amen. 
 

 

RECIEVE CHRIST IN BREAD & WINE 
 

 
COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

 L: Emmanuel, God with us, you grace us with life and breath and give us  

                bread for the journey. Send us out in service to this world that you love,  
                telling the amazing news of your coming to be Savior and Lord of all. 
 

           C: Amen. 
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CANDLELIGHT SERVICE 
 

LITANY OF LIGHTS 
L: Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world.” 

 C: The Lord is my light and my salvation.                                                  

L: Jesus said, “I have come as a light into the world,  

     that whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness.” 

C: In Him was life, and the life was light of all. In His name we light our 

     candles, and the Lord our God enlightens our darkness. 

 

CANDLES ARE LIT 
 

 

HYMN: "Silent Night, Holy Night!" 

  

                          Silent night, holy night!  All is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin mother and child.  Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

(lift candles) 

 

Silent night, holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight 

Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

 (lift candles higher ) 

 

Silent night, holy  night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 

Radiant beams from your holy face, 

With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 

 
The Candles are Extinguished 

 
 

 

 

WE SEND TO SERVE 
 

BENEDICTION  
 

      L: May the God who comes from heaven above be born in your  hearts and lives this day  
            and always. 

      C: Amen. 

 
 

HYMN:  “Joy to the World”                                                                   ELW #267 (Bulletin Pg. 10)  

 
 

L: Go in Peace. Christ is with us.  C: Thanks be to God! 
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